
Melbourne Art Library Blog Pitch Guide 
The Melbourne Art Library Blog showcases our collection with intelligent, accessible writing 
about art, theory and history. We explore radical and critical ideas about libraries and 
librarianship that change the way we think about knowledge-making.  

MAL’s growing collection is focused on arts practice, writing and history in so-called 
Australia, South-East Asia and the Pacific. The blog is a contribution to documenting that 
practice and history as it happens. It also documents the alternative library practices 
unfolding in our own collection.  

The MAL blog is essential reading for artists, curators, librarians, researchers, students and 
art-curious readers in Narrm and beyond. 

Our style: intelligent, accessible writing about art and libraries 
As an alternative library for the whole arts community, our style is suitable for a general 
audience. Our readers are intelligent and interested, but may not have a background in arts or 
library practice, theory or history. Complex ideas are welcome, and are expressed clearly and 
directly, encouraging afficionados and the art-curious alike to participate in critical and 
informed discussions about art and knowledge-making. It’s a bit like science communication 
for the arts!  

How to pitch 
We’re excited to read your pitch! Please read this guide carefully before you get in touch. 

1. Read the pitch guide.  
2. Read some content that is already on the blog to get a feel for our style and tone. 
3. Email meg@melbourneartlibrary.org.au with a brief pitch and tell us a little about 

yourself. Just drop us a line if you want to write one of our short-form posts, or send 
us a 50-100 word pitch if you want to write a long-form post (see pitch categories 
below). We recommend contacting us before writing something to check that your 
work will fit the blog and have a place in our schedule of posts. We may workshop 
ideas with you to make your post the best it can be. 

We want what we publish to reflect and speak to our community, and particularly encourage 
First Nations writers, writers of Colour, writers with disability, and queer and trans writers to 
get in touch. 

We aim to respond to all pitches within two weeks. We are volunteer run, so we appreciate 
your patience. Don’t panic if you don’t hear from us straightaway.  

We believe that writing is work and has enormous value. We’re a library after all! However, 
MAL is a young organisation and 100% volunteer run, and we are currently unable to pay 
blog contributors. Tell your rich friends about us. 

  

mailto:meg@melbourneartlibrary.org.au


Pitch categories 
Short-form posts  
Blog posts of no more than 500 words. These are quick reads in an accessible style that can 
be adapted for social media content. One of these short posts is published each week. 

Volunteer pick of the month  
MAL volunteers are invited to review or write love letters to collection items.  
(250 words or less) 

Three questions with...  
Artists, curators, librarians, critics, researchers and readers reflect on MAL’s collection and 
the role of texts/archives in their practice or life. Each interviewee is asked: What’s 
something you’ve read that changed your practice or your life? What’s something in MAL’s 
collection that everyone should read? What’s missing from MAL’s collection that you’d like 
to see in future? Let us know if you’d like to spend some time exploring MAL’s growing 
collection and responding to these questions! (500 words or less) 

But what does that mean?  
Short introductory essays to key theoretical/art historical and library concepts.  
(500 words or less) 

Long-form posts  
Blog posts of 500-1000 words. Longer reads that may not fit a series and are open to pitches 
from the MAL community. Posted about once a month. Posts might include: 

● Interviews with artists, curators and researchers that add to the documentation of arts 
and curatorial practice in so-called Australia, South-East Asia and the Pacific 

● Analysis and exploration of alternative library practices 
● Art criticism and analysis that is informed by the MAL collection (referencing one or 

more texts in the collection) 
● Documentation of MAL events, public programs and collection development. 
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